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DEPARTMENT  OF  EDUCATION 

[CFDA  No.  84.215A1 

Fund  for  Innovation  in  Education: 
Innovation  in  Education  Program- 
Restructuring  Competition;  Notice 
inviting  Appiications  for  New  Awards 
for  Fiscai  Year  1992 

Purpose  of  Program:  To  provide  grants 
for  projects  that  show  promise  of 
identifying  and  disseminating 
innovative  educational  approaches  at 
the  preschool,  elementary,  and 
secondary  levels. 

Eligible  Applicants:  State  educational 
agencies,  local  educational  agencies, 
institutions  of  higher  education,  private 
schools,  and  other  public  and  private 
agencies,  organizations  and  institutions 
or  consortia  of  those  agencies. 

Deadline  for  Transmittal  of 
Applications:  May  22, 1992. 

Deadline  for  Intergovernmental 
Review:  July  22, 1992. 

Applications  Available:  March  30, 

1992. 

Estimated  A  vailable  Funds: 

$1,000,000. 

Estimated  Range  of  Awards:  $100,000- 
$300,000. 

Estimated  Average  Size  of  Awards: 

$200,000. 

Estimated  Number  of  Awards:  3-5. 

Note:  The  Department  is  not  bound  by  any 
estimates  in  this  notice. 

Project  Period:  Up  to  36  months. 

Budget  Period:  12  months. 

Applicable  Regulations:  The 
Education  Department  General 
Administrative  Regulations  (EDGAR)  in 
34  CFR  parts  74,  75,  77,  79,  80,  81,  82,  85, 
and  86. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  INFORMATION:  This 
program  and  priority  support  AMERICA 
2000,  the  President’s  strategy  for  moving 
the  Nation  toward  achievement  of  the 
National  Education  Goals.  The  strategy 
calls  for  world-class  standards  for 
students  in  the  core  subjects  of 
mathematics,  science,  English,  history, 
and  geography  and  high  quality 
assessments  diat  can  measure  students’ 
achievement  of  these  standards.  The 
National  Council  on  Education 
Standards  and  Testing  (NCEST)  was  a 
congressionally-chartered  group  charged 
with  investigating  the  desirability  and 
feasibility  of  national  standards  and 
improved  assessment  in  elementary  and 
secondary  schools.  NCEST  issued  its 
report  in  January,  1992,  calling  for  the 
development  of  national  standards  in 
the  core  subjects  as  an  urgently  needed 
first  step  in  reforming  American 
education. 

The  feasibility  of  setting  national 
standards  and  their  effectiveness  in 


encouraging  State  and  local  reform  have 
been  demonstrated  by  a  number  of 
national  professional  organizations. 
Recently,  the  National  Council  of 
Teachers  of  Mathematics  developed 
national  standards  for  what  students 
should  know  and  be  able  to  do  in 
mathematics.  While  national  standards 
do  not  currently  exist  for  grades  K-12  in 
history,  geography,  science,  and  English, 
considerable  work  has  been  done  by  a 
variety  of  organizations  toward  the 
development  of  such  national  standards. 
Also,  certain  States  and  local  school 
districts  have  already  developed 
curriculum  frameworks  that  reflect  high 
standards  and  provide  guidelines  for  the 
content  that  should  be  taught  in  the  core 
subjects.  To  ensure  that  ail  students 
have  the  opportunity  to  reach  high 
standards,  schools  and  school  systems 
will  often  need  to  be  restructured. 

Priority:  Under  34  CFR  75.105(c)(1)  the 
Secretary  is  particularly  interested  in 
applications  that  meet  the  following 
invitational  priority.  However,  an 
application  that  meets  this  invitational 
priority  does  not  receive  competitive  or 
absolute  preference  over  other 
applications: 

Projects  that  design,  develop,  and 
implement  innovative  approaches  for 
restructuring  elementary  and  secondary 
schools  or  school  systems  in  order  to 
ensure  that  all  students  can  meet  high 
standards  of  academic  achievement  in 
English,  history,  geography, 
mathematics,  and  science.  The 
Secretary  is  particularly  interested  in 
comprehensive  restructuring  projects 
that  create  powerful  incentives  for 
performance  and  improvement,  and  real 
consequences  for  persistent  failure. 
Applicants  are  invited  to  address  the 
following  four  areas  of  schooling  and 
the  anticipated  impact  proposed 
changes  will  have  on  student 
achievement; 

(a)  New  curriculum  and  instructional 
strategies  to  help  all  students  achieve 
high  standards.  Projects  that  develop 
and  implement  curricula  that  identify 
what  all  students  in  each  grade,  K-12, 
need  to  know  in  the  core  subjects.  The 
curricula  should  incorporate  diverse 
instructional  materials  and  instructional 
strategies.  It  is  particularly  important 
that  the  projects  include  classroom 
teachers  in  the  process  of  determining 
what  should  be  taught  and  in  developing 
appropriate  strategies  likely  to  help  all 
students  attain  national  standards  of 
achievement. 

(b)  New  approaches  to  improve  the 
quality  of  teachers  and  teaching. 

Rejects  that  develop  -and  implement 
new  approaches  to  professional 
development  of  teachers  in  core  subjects 
to  ensure  that  the  teachers  master  the 


subjects  that  they  teach.  Projects  would 
incorporate  new  instructional  strategies, 
including  the  use  of  advanced 
technologies,  to  the  end  of  helping  ail 
students  meet  high  standards.  These 
projects  would  also  include  new 
strategies  for  recruiting,  educating,  and 
rewarding  good  teachers  and  providing 
a  way  for  gifted  professionals  who  want 
to  teach  to  do  so  through  alternative 
certification  routes. 

(c)  New  school  organizational 
patterns  and  management  strategies  to 
improve  learning  outcomes.  Projects 
that  develop  and  implement  strategies 
that  give  administrators  and  teachers 
more  discretion  to  make  decisions 
regarding  curriculum,  schedules,  and 
staffing,  and  the  flexibility  to  use 
resources  in  more  productive,  innovative 
ways  that  improve  student  learning. 

(d)  New  partnerships  between 
schools,  or  other  institutions,  and 
community  groups  to  enhance  student 
success.  Projects  that  develop  and 
implement  activities  that  include:  (1) 
Collaboration  between  elementary  and 
secondary  school  teachers  and  scholars 
in  institutions  of  higher  education  for 
curriculum  design  and  professional 
development  of  teachers:  (2)  special 
programs  for  parent  involvement  in  the 
school  academic  program;  (3) 
mechanisms  for  working  with  human 
service  agencies  supportive  of  students 
and  their  families;  and  (4)  linkages  with 
business  and  labor  organizations  to  help 
students  prepare  for  productive  careers. 

Applicants  are  encouraged  to  provide 
for  rigorous  documentation  of  proposed 
activities,  with  emphasis  on  the 
documentation  of  changes  in  student 
and  school  performance,  and  for  the 
outside  evaluation  and  dissemination  of 
program  outcomes. 

Selection  Criteria:  Under  34  CFR 
75.210(c),  the  Secretary  is  authorized  to 
distribute  an  additional  15  points  among 
the  criteria  to  bring  the  total  to  a 
maximum  of  100  points.  For  the  purpose 
of  this  competition,  the  Secretary  will 
distribute  the  additional  points  as 
follows: 

Plan  of  operation.  (34  CFR 
75.210(b)(3)),  Ten  (10)  additional  points 
will  be  added  for  a  possible  total  of  25 
points  for  this  criterion. 

Evaluation  plan.  (34  CFR  75.210(b)(6)). 
Five  (5)  additional  points  will  be  added 
for  a  possible  total  of  10  points  for  this 
criterion. 

FOR  APPLICATION  OR  INFORMATION 
CONTACT:  Seresa  Simpson,  U.S. 
Department  of  Education,  Fund  for  the 
Improvement  and  Reform  of  Schools 
and  Teaching  (FIRST)  Office,  555  New 
Jersey  Avenue,  NW.,  room  522, 
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Washington.  DC  20208-5524.  Telephone 
(202)  210-1496.  Deaf  and  hearing 
impaired  individuals  may  call  the 
Federal  Dual  Party  Relay  Service  at  1- 
800-877-8339  (in  Washington,  DC,  202 
area  code,  telephone  708-9300)  between 
8  a.m.  and  7  p.m..  Eastern  time. 

Program  Authority:  20  U.S.C.  3151. 

Dated:  March  12, 1992. 

Diane  Ravitch, 

Assistant  Secretary  far  Educational  Research 
and  Improvement. 

[FR  Doc.  92-6194  Filed  3-16-92;  8:45  am) 
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with  "P  L  U  S”  (Public  Laws 
Update  Service)  on  202-523- 
6641.  The  text  of  laws  e  not 
published  in  the  Federal 
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H.R.  4113/P.L  102-255 
To  permit  the  transfer  before 
the  expiration  of  the  otherwise 
applicable  60-day 
congressional  review  period  of 
the  obsolete  training  aircraft 
carrier  U.S.S.  Lexington  to  the 
Corpus  Christi  Area 
Convention  and  Visitors 
Bureau,  Corpus  Christi,  Texas, 
for  use  as  a  naval  museum 
and  memorial.  (Mar.  12,  1992; 
106  Stat.  72;  1  page)  Price; 
$1.00 
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